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MESSAGE

Tel.: 0471-2721100  |    Fax:0471-2720266

MESSAGE

I am happy to know that the Kerala State Legal Services
Authority is publishing a booklet on Fundamental Duties
of Citizens, entitled My Nation My Heaven, with specific
reference to the Fundamental Duties enshrined in Article
51A of the Constitution.

I am sure that the booklet would be a valuable guide to
the young and old alike in understanding our responsibilities
as citizens.

I compliment the Kerala State Legal Services Authority
for preparing the booklet in the most readable style and
wish the publication all success.





MESSAGE

MESSAGE

I am glad to know that the booklet "My Nation My Heaven"
prepared by Kerala State Legal Services Authority (KeLSA)
will be released on 14'" November, 2016. I understand that the
booklet contains 11 Fundamental Duties enshrined in Article
51A of the Constitution of India. Every citizen shall abide by
and discharge those Fundamental Duties.

Nowadays, I find that people generally talk about only of
their fundamental rights, forgetting their fundamental duties.
Unless we perform our fundamental duties, we may not have
moral right to complain that our fundamental rights are
violated. In order to take our society in the right direction, it is
necessary that the common man should be taught about his
fundamental duties also. In this context, the new venture under-
taken by KeLSA is apt and suits to the occasion.

I am sure, the booklet "My Nation My Heaven" will serve
as a useful guide in the hands of the common people of our
country and lead our society in the right direction.

I take this opportunity to congratulate and commend KeLSA
and wish its future activities all success.
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FOREWORD

Res: Sai Gayathri, B.T.S Road, Keerlhi Nagar, Elamakkara P.O., Kochi-682 026. Phone: 0484 2538141

GANDHIJI has given a TALISMAN to be applied in all
situations of doubt. The Father of the Nation has advised to
recall the face of the poorest and the weakest man whom
you may have seen and ask yourself if the step you
contemplate is going to be of any use to him. Does your
activity lead to Swaraj for the hungry and spiritually starving
millions? The effective salutation to Mahatma is for we, the
People of India, to live up to his aspirations. Adherence to
Fundamental Duties enshrined in the Constitution is a sure
way for committed contribution of every citizen, particularly
youngsters, with the view of motivating the young sections
of society, Kerala State Legal Services Authority is bringing
out a booklet in English : MY NATION MY HEAVEN.
There is also a booklet in Malayalam : ENTE RAJYAM
ENTE SWARGAM.

Exalting the youth to utilise these booklets, they
are prepared and offered at the Altar of our beloved
Nation; India.

Jai Hind

FOREWORD
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INTRODUCTION

The Constitution of India has envisaged that citizens
shall abide by and discharge certain Fundamental Duties
as provided in Chapter IV-A.The Fundamental Duties were
incorporated in 1976 through the 42nd amendment of the
Constitution. The 11th Fundamental Duty was added by
the 86th amendment of the Constitution in 2002. Our legal
system is made up of both Rights and Duties, which are
interlinked. The emphasis is on the obligation of every citizen
to promote patriotism and uphold the unity of India thereby
making our Constitution unique.

The attempt of KeLSA through this booklet is to propagate
the principles of Article 51A of the Constitution of India,
thereby remind the citizens about their duty and obligation to
protect the sovereignty and integrity of the country.

KELSA takes this opportunity to thank those who have
contributed to this endeavour, especially Sri. Subhash Chand,
Sri. V.M. Syam Kumar, Sri. Reji P. George, Sri. Jacob P. Alex,
Sri. Dr. K. P. Pradeep and Sri. Sandeep Ankarath advocates.
This booklet is dedicated to the nation.

                      K.Sathyan
District Judge & Member Secretary

Kerala State Legal Services Authority
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51A[a] It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to abide by
the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the
National Flag and the National Anthem

51A[b] It shall be the duty of every citizen of Indiato cherish
and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national
struggle for freedom

51A[c] It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to uphold
and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India

51A[d] It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to defend
the country and render national service when called upon
to do so.

51A[e] It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to promote
harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst
all the people of India transcending religious, linguistic
and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce practices
derogatory to the dignity of women

51A[f] It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to value
and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture.

51A[g] It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to protect
and improve the natural environment including forests,
lakes, rivers and wildlife, and to have compassion for
living creatures

51A[h] It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to develop
the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry
and reform.

51A[i] It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to safeguard
public property and to abjure violence

51A[j] To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual
and collective activity, so that the Nation constantly rises
to higher levels of endeavour and achievement

51A[k] It shall be the duty of every citizen of India who is a
parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education
to his child or, as the case may be, ward between the age
of 6 and 14 years
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Article 51 A (a)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to abide by
the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions,
the National Flag and the National Anthem.

The Constitution of India while guaranteeing Fundamental
Rights to its citizens also envisages that the citizens shall abide
by and discharge certain Fundamental Duties. These duties
are enumerated in Article 51 A of the Constitution. The first
among the Fundamental Duties so enumerated is the duty to
abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and
institutions, the National Flag and the National Anthem.

The Indian Constitution has been meticulously framed to
meet the social conditions of a sprawling country home to an
ethnically and religiously diverse population of more than 100
crores. The ideals of the Constitution include assurance of
equality and liberty to all citizens and promotion of fraternity
amongst them overlooking differences of religion, caste and
creed. These ideals have been assimilated into the various
Articles of the Constitution and strict adherence to the
constitutional norms is integral for the social and economic
progress of the Nation. Towards achieving the said objective,
the first Fundamental Duty mandates that the citizens shall
abide by and adhere to the Constitution and respect its
institutions. The Parliament, the Legislative Assemblies, the
Supreme Court, the High Courts, the Local Self-Government
Institutions etc. are some of the institutions envisaged in the
Constitution. These institutions endeavor to achieve the aims
of the Constitution. Respecting the said institutions and
complying with the mandates laid down by them from time
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to time is a Fundamental Duty of every citizen of India.
Our National Flag reminds us of the great sacrifices made

by our freedom fighters. The tri-colour with the Ashok
Chakra etched on the saffron, white and green Symbolizes
our fraternity and deserves to be venerated. By respecting the
National Flag we uphold the lofty ideals which it represents.
Demeaning the tri-colour or acting in any manner diminishing
its value, is considered as an insult to the Nation itself. It is
the Fundamental Duty of every citizen to respect the
National Flag and to desist from any act which would
subject it to ridicule or that which would diminish its
value. The Fundamental Duty to respect the National Flag is
augmented by separate statutes enacted to ensure that National
symbols including the National Flag are respected and
honoured. Violation of those legal mandates would attract
punishment.

Just as the National Flag, our National Anthem evokes in us
patriotic fervour and reminds us of the diversity, unity and
integrity of our great Nation. The National Anthem too
commands respect and the Constitution makes it the
Fundamental Duty of every citizen to respect the National
Anthem. Whenever the National Anthem is sung in public,
respect to the same is to be demonstrated either by standing up
respectfully or by joining in the singing. Intentionally
preventing  or causing disturbance to any assembly engaged
in singing the National Anthem is a punishable offence.



15

Article 51 A (b)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to cherish
and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national
struggle for freedom.

Every citizen of India has a Fundamental Duty to cherish
and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national
struggle for freedom. India's freedom struggle is unique
when compared to other freedom struggles across the world.
Its uniqueness lies in the ideals to which we held steadfast
while pursuing the goal of achieving freedom .Freedom was
to be achieved employing fair and honest means rather than
through treachery and deceit. Non-violent self-sacrifice,
respect for your adversary, self-purification by constantly
placing community interest over self-interest etc. were some
of the worthy ideals followed by the volunteers during our
freedom struggle. Their endeavor was to achieve independence
from British rule by following the path of non-violence and
truth. Death and annihilation of the British were not the
objective of the freedom movement. Bloodshed and brutality
were never part of the scheme to achieve independence.
Passive resistance in the form of civil disobedience respecting
rule of law was the path cherished by the freedom fighters.
The need to rise above the limits set by religion, caste and
creed were emphasized during the freedom struggle. The
Constitution deems it to be the Fundamental Duty of every
citizen of India to retain, cherish and follow all those ideals
and principles which were the bedrock of our freedom
struggle. Article 51 A (b) is incorporated in the Constitution
with the said objective.
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Article 51 A(c)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to uphold
and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of
India

Every citizen is liable to uphold and protect the sovereignty,
unity and integrity of India. Significance of sovereignty, unity
and integrity is obviously stipulated in the preamble of the
Constitution itself. Our country is constituted as a sovereign
democratic republic. The people of India are the supreme
authority in the country. India is not subordinate to any
other political power outside the country. By all means,
the Constitution envisages an absolute sovereignty free
from any other control. This sovereignty is to be upheld
and protected. The responsibility to uphold the sovereignty
of India is vested not only on administrators but also upon
each and every citizen of the country. It is the Fundamental
Duty of every citizen. India is a union of several states. The
Constitution provides for separation of powers between central
and state governments. We should safeguard the vision of a
united India within the four walls of the Constitution. To
achieve the constitutional vision of 'one people one nation' it
is necessary to embrace Nationalist thoughts and ideals.
Though different states came into existence on linguistic basis,
they are formed without affecting the unity and integrity of
the Nation. If any religious, linguistic, political or idealistically
separatist view point is harmful to National unity and integrity,
no citizen should encourage the same. Basic duty of a citizen
is to recognize the external and internal separatist forces which
are dangerous to the unity and integrity of the Nation and to
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defeat them.
To cherish the noble ideals of India as a sovereign,

socialist, secular, democratic, republic, its sovereignty,
unity and integrity should not be allowed to be eroded.
The Constitution envisages each citizen to realize this fact as
his basic duty and act accordingly.

Let us take the pledge to uphold and protect the sovereignty,
unity and integrity of the Nation by wholeheartedly dedicating
ourselves, over and above disparities of religion, race, caste,
colour and place of birth.
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Article 51 A(d)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to defend
the country and render national service when called
upon to do so.

Every citizen is bound to defend the country and render
National service when called upon to do so. Constitution is
the supreme law of the land. All other laws are to be made in
accordance with the Constitution. Constitution operates mainly
through legislature, executive and judiciary. National defence
is the most important duty of the executive. Protection of the
Nation and its citizen from external and internal evil forces is
part of national defence. Then only the sovereignty and
integrity of the Nation can be protected. India has a strong
and organized defence force to defend the external and
internal attacks and to wipe out anarchy and to maintain peace.
It has got the strength to courageously confront any attack
against our country and to completely destroy it. However, in
certain emergent situation each citizen is bound to render
military service for the protection and defence of the Nation.

Unexpected natural calamities such as earth quakes, floods,
drought, internal aggression and uncontrollable epidemics may
lead the people to severe tribulation and distress. Despite
sincere efforts by the administration, painful situations might
arise and efforts of the administration might be felt insufficient.
In such situations, it is the Fundamental Duty of every citizen
to serve the Nation for the protection of human fraternity.
Every citizen is liable to serve the nation in such emergent
situation for protection of the vegetation, live stock and natural
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resources. It is one of the Fundamental Duties as per the
Constitution. We shall wholeheartedly take pledge to serve
the Nation in emergent situation for defending the Nation and
for rendering national service when called upon to do so.
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Article 51A (e)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to promote
harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst
all the people of India transcending religious, linguistic
and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce practices
derogatory to the dignity of women.

We find every facet of diversity in our country – be it
geographical, linguistic, social, cultural or religious – and such
diversity or heterogeneity is often described as an amazing
peculiarity of our country by those who have seriously
studied the Indian history and culture.Nonetheless, historians
have recognized that uniqueness of our culture, which not
only guards various diversities from developing into
contradictions and conflicts, but also guides and leads them
to harmony and unity. That is why it is stated almost
axiomatically that the core of Indian culture is 'unity in
diversity'.  The generally accepted notion among the people
about the meaning and purpose of human life, as well as the
underlying spirituality of our country, are the main unifying
factors of our society.

With the passage of time and the unexpected twists and
turns in the history of the country, this understanding of unity
happened to be effaced from the collective conscience of our
Nation. Later, the bakthi movement (15th-17th centuries) that
revivified Indian spirituality and the freedom struggle that
awakened and strengthened Indian Nationalism, reinstated the
concept of unity in diversity in the minds of Indian people, a
proper understanding of which is essential for the protection of
liberty and culture in the post independent journey of democratic
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India.  That is why Part IVA of the Constitution, which deals
with the Fundamental Duties of the citizens, mandates to
promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood
amongst all people of India transcending religious, linguistic
and regional or sectional diversities.  In order to achieve
harmony and common brotherhood, the status of women,
who account for almost fifty per cent of the population, also
has to be seriously considered.  The Indian citizen should
realize and recognize that women are entitled to equality and
dignity in all spheres of life.  It is, in fact, a pre-condition for
the natural growth of humanity, and formation of unity, in
our society.  The Constitution exhorts to renounce practices
which are derogatory to the dignity of women and reminds
us that it is the Fundamental Duty of every citizen to desist
from all rituals, rites and deeds, which can harm the honour
of women.
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Article 51A(f)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to value and
preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture.

Many who attempted to understand  the Indian culture
found it to be quite a conundrum.  One may find various
features in Indian culture, which may be considered as
contradictory to each other. But, on careful scrutiny, one would
understand that Indian culture is similar to a beautiful
symphony composed with different notes in different
octaves.  This view is shared by Swamy Vivekananda,
Mahatma Gandhi, Gurudev Tagore, Maharshi Aravindan,
Dr.Radhakrishnan etc.

The basic tenet of India's vision and culture lies in the
understanding that Truth, or Reality is one and indivisible.
Even though there is only one truth, India recognized the
freedom of every citizen to choose his own path to seek and
find truth.  Time and again we were reminded by our gurus
and rishis that everyone should have his own vision about
Truth; but that, at the same time, a dogmatic and obstinate
attitude that one's view alone is the definitive truth would
certainly be dangerous.

 India has always welcomed other ideologies, religions and
cultures.  We read the salutation in our oldest book Rig-Veda
as follows: “Let every sublime thought pour in from all parts
of the world''. The Indian culture thus achieved a unique
ability to imbibe the good from everywhere and hold it close
to its chest.

To put it precisely, the Indian culture has developed over
the course of time through various exchanges and it is a living
culture, one that is still strengthening.  India is known and
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revered as the land of spirituality, which, according to many
thinkers, is the cornerstone of Indian culture. It does not
mean that Indian culture is merely mystical and therefore it
does not accept the mundane aspects of life. In fact, spiritualism
and materialism walked hand in hand in our country. The
ideologies of materialistic thinkers like Charvaka and Kanada
were also very well accepted and their ideas also form part of
Indian culture and philosophy.

India is also described as the land of religions. The origin
of ancient Hindu dharma is in India, while Jainism and
Buddhism are two religions originated in India, with roots in
Hindu dharma.  Christian, Islamic and Zoroastrian religions
were whole-heartedly welcomed by our ancestors and those
religions were allowed to be professed and practised in India
without any restraint.  The Hindu dharma also revivified and
empowered itself by accepting the various noble aspects of
these new religions.  Religious harmony and cooperation thus
became an essential ingredient of Indian culture.

For many people, religion is an indispensible aspect of their
life. Unfortunately, religion that should have connected man
with the universe has now become a divisive power.  At times,
religions also cause to inspire terrorists. What is the duty of
an Indian citizen in this context?  The answer to the above
question is pure and simple - accept compassion and equality,
which are the two fundamental tenets of Indian culture, and
strengthen those ideals in our society by following them and
nurturing them in all spheres of his personal life.  Only if we
succeed in doing so, would our citizenship become meaningful.
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Article 51A (g)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to
protect and improve the natural environment including
forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife, and to have
compassion for living creatures

Protection of environment is a Fundamental Duty of the citizen
under Art. 51A(g) of the Constitution of India. It mandates
every citizen to protect forests, lakes, rivers, wild animals
etc. Apart from that, Constitution also reminds  us to show
compassion towards birds and animals. A country that
protects and preserves environment, birds and animals alone
will have wholesome development. It is an Indian culture
trait to treat environment as mother and to live without
exploiting it. This is the tradition that is reflected in Art.
51A(g) of the Constitution.

This provision is the basis of all laws and judgments
regarding the protection of environment. All natural and common
property resources are to be protected for the proper
existence of human beings. Human beings and Nation are
irreparable from environment. Uncontrolled exploitation of
natural and common resources is a serious danger to the
existence of the country. So is annihilation of other living
creatures. Hence, protection of environment is imperative for
the national development.
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Article 51A(h)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to develop
the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of
inquiry and reform.

Constitutional goal is not only confined to build a strong
and permanent Nation. It also strives to ensure that her
citizens are intellectually superior. Scientific temper,
humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform are fundamental
to individual development.

Scientific temper will help us to develop a reasonable and
intellectual approach towards various issues. This will help
to create a sense of inquisitiveness among the citizens and
will also lead to gain more knowledge. This will remove the
darkness of ignorance and will enable citizens to take
informed choices. The spirit of inquiry and reform will lead
to wholesome social reformation and positive changes in the
country. At the same time, it is necessary to remain humane.
This is also gently reminded in the Constitution.

For the wholesome development of the country and for
achieving the constitutional goals, it is necessary to develop
an  intellectually superior and humane citizenry. As such, a
duty is cast on the citizens to develop scientific temper,
humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform.
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Article 51A[i]

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to
safeguard public property and to abjure violence.

Every citizen of our country has  the obligation to protect
public property and it is not the responsibility of the public
authorities alone.  Article 51A (i) has identified the  said
responsibility of a citizen as his important and key constitutional
obligation.

What is meant by the term “public property”? There is no
specific or direct definition for this term in the Constitution
of India. However, Section 2(b) of the Prevention of
Damage to the Public Property Act, 1984 (Act 3 of 1984),
defines the term “public property”.

Going by the said definition, “public property” means any
property, whether immovable or movable (including any
machinery), which is owned by, or in the possession of, or
under the control of (a) Central Government or (b) any State
Governments or (c) any local authority or (d) any corporation
established under Central or State enactments or (e) any
company defined under Section 617 of the Companies Act,
1956. Apart from this, the properties of any institution,
concern or undertaking notified by the Central Government
for this purpose would also come under the definition of
“public property”.

Any act of a person, which causes damage to the public
property is an offence, which is punishable with rigorous
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than six
months, but which may extend to five years and with fine. If
such an illegal act is committed with the aid of fire or explosive
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substances, the punishment for the said offence shall be
rigorous  imprisonment which shall not be less than one year,
but which may extend to 10 years and with fine.

The High Court of Kerala has  held that the cases of
committing damage to public properties shall be taken and
treated as one of the serious crimes. In such cases, it is usual
that for granting bail, the Courts impose  a stringent condition
by asking the accused to deposit the amount equal to the
value of loss committed to public properties as security amount.

However,  because of a stringent law and consequently by
imposing a rigorous punishment, the protection of public
properties cannot be assured. Public properties can be
protected only by educating the public by giving them awareness
on their responsibilities and duties. When a person is so
cautious to protect his personal property from any kind of
damage, he is equally obliged to protect the public properties
also and protection to the public properties can be assured
only through such cautious act of every citizen of our country.

Now a days, it is a common scenario that the student
strikes in schools and colleges and the public demonstrations
in public places, such as roads and grounds turn violent and
cause high damage to public properties. It is high time to stay
away from such kind of destructive acts.

Our Constitution mandates that each and every citizen has
an obligation and bounden duty to stay away from violent
protests and also from committing damage to public properties.
The Supreme Court of India and the High Court of Kerala
have reminded us about the Fundamental Duties of every
citizen to protect the public properties.

Each and every student of our schools and colleges should
come forward, voluntarily, to propagate such messages and
also to advance the public awareness. Apart from the issues
of damages to the public properties, the violent protests largely
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result in environmental pollutions as well as accidents. The
students of our country have greater role in educating the
public on the obligations to protect public properties. A
progressive society can be crafted, only through proper and
effective education and awareness. A model Nation can be
built through such committed members of the society who
stand for protecting the public properties and our environment.
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Article 51 A(j)

To strive towards excellence in all spheres of
individual and collective activity, so that the Nation
constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and
achievement.

This unique concept is different from all the other
Fundamental Duties enshrined in our Constitution.  When all
the other Fundamental Duties speak about our duty towards
the Nation and fellow citizens, this duty stands apart by
directing us to excel ourselves in our individual capacity and
collectively with the fellow citizen.  We have to do this for
raising the level of endeavour and achievements for ourselves
and while achieving that goal the Nation rises to higher levels.
This Fundamental Duty wants us to be selfish and thereby be
selfless for the rise of your Nation to a higher level.

This is a Fundamental Duty which mandates that we have
to go all out, selfless, for raising our standards in every
activity in which we are engaged so that our achievements
will be a part of the national achievement. “Excellence” in
common parlance means surpassing merit and virtues.
Article 51(A) (j) requires every citizen to perform his duties
in a more superior way or in way that the citizen has
surpassed in performance of his duties. This can be achieved
only when we maintain discipline and devotion to our duties.
Be a role model and set new standards so that our fellow
citizen will have a barrier to break to reach higher levels and
thereby increasing the standard of the Nation.
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Article 51A(k)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India who is
a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for
education to his child or, as the case may be, ward
between the age of 6 and 14 years.

The Fundamental Duty that may, in the present day
scenario, seem to be a very low relevance since the modern
age parents seem to have taken up a task of educating their
children with least regard to the aptitude of the child. This
Fundamental Duty, one goes to the Nation since today's children
are tomorrow's promise to theNation.  Providing opportunity
for education is to be interpreted in such a way that education
must be provided to suit the interest and aptitude of the child
and not to burden the child with the desires of the parent.  A
child starts understanding the complexities of the world at
the age of 6 and it expands with unimaginable speed and
dimension till he is 14 years.  It is the duty of every parent or
the guardian to provide opportunities to the child for educating
him and make him understand the complexities of life, need
for education and also to guide him through a proper channel
so that a properly guided child will choose his own pathway
to achieve maximum utility to the Nation.  Article 51A(k) is
sufficiently supported and supplemented by Article 21A which
provides that “the State shall provide free and compulsory
education to all children of the age of 6 to 14 years in such
manner as the State may, by law, determine”.  Thus, the 86th
amendment to the Constitution has paved a way to every parent
and guardian to provide education to his child or ward without
worrying about the financial or monetary part of educating
the child or ward.  Article 51A(k) is a basic requirement to
provide  basic education for a building up a Nation. Thus, it
has found very important place in the Fundamental Duties.
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ELIGIBILITY FOR LEGAL AID

The following persons are entitled to legal aid under s.12 of
the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987:

a. Member of a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe;
b. A victim of trafficking in human beings or beggar as

referred to in Article 23 of the Constitution;
c. A woman or a child;
d. A person with disability as defined in clause (i) of

section 2 of the Persons with Disabilities (Equal
Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full
Participation) Act, 1995;

e. A person under circumstances of underserved want
such as being a victim of a mass disaster, ethnic
violence, caste atrocity, flood, drought, earthquake
or industrial disaster ; or

f. An industrial workman; or
g. A person in custody, including custody in a protective

home within the meaning of clause (g) of section 2 of
the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (104 of
56), or in a juvenile home within the meaning of clause
(j) of section 2 of the Juvenile Justice Act, 1986 (53
of 1986) or in a psychiatric hospital or psychiatric
nursing home within the meaning of clause (g) of sec
tion 2 of the Mental Health Act, 1987 (14 of 1987); or

h. A person in receipt of annual income less than rupees
one lakh or such other higher amount as may be pre
scribed by the State Government, if the case is before
a court other than the Supreme Court, and less than
rupees one lakh twenty five thousand or such other
higher amount as may be prescribed by the Central
Government, if the case is before the Supreme Court.
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PERMANENT  LOK  ADALAT

Permanent Lok Adalat for Public Utility Services is
another feature of Legal Services Authorities Act. It is a
process of pre-litigation, conciliation and settlement. The
Permanent Lok Adalat consists of a working Judicial Officer
in the Cadre of District Judge and other Members having
adequate experience in Public Utility Services. These Lok
Adalats deal with cases pertaining to the following Public utility
Services at Pre-litigation stage:

1. transport service for the carriage of passengers or
goods by air, road or water; or

2. supply of power, light or water to the public by any
establishment; or

3. system of public conservancy or sanitation; or

4. service in hospital or dispensary; or

5. postal, telegraph or telephone service; or

6. insurance service; or

7. banking and other financial institutions

8. education

9. real estate

Permanent Lok Adalat have been established at
Thiruvananthapuram, Ernakulam and Kozhikode.

Contact details:

Thiruvananthapuram 0471-2474855
Ernakulam 0484- 2345950
Kozhikode 0495- 2367400




